Brian G. Soper


5049 13th Ave South Minneapolis, MN 55417     612-670-7017     brian.soper@outlook.com
Career Summary:

Accomplished and highly motivated Senior Sales Executive and United States Army veteran with over a decade of expertise in leadership roles. Specializing in complex sales solutions, increasing sales market revenues and exceeding quotas year after year. Experienced and comfortable working with C-level executives and cross-functional teams to achieve desired results.  Maintain Top Secret Security Clearance.

Professional Experience:
Sales Executive, US and Foreign Military Sales                                                              September 2010-October 2013

ReconRobotics, Inc.                                                                                                                                              Edina, MN

· Increased sales by $9M in 2011 & $11M in 2012, setting stage for Program of Record with Department of Defense.
· Devised and successfully executed strategy for penetrating tactical micro-robot market within U. S. Army, National Guard, and Foreign Military segments.
· Secured five $1.5M plus contracts by creating/implementing plan selling directly to Infantry Brigade Combat Teams.
· Managed relationships with Executive Offices, Program Managers, Rapid Equipping Force, Asymmetric Warfare Group, Science and Technology, and TRADOC (Training and Doctrine Command) Capability Managers.
· Skillfully conducted presentations and demonstrations at all levels of Command.  

Liaison Officer Joint Terrorism Task Force, Federal Bureau of Investigation                     August 2008-August 2010
Joint Force Headquarters, MN National Guard                                                                                       Minneapolis, MN

· Facilitated coordination, exchange of intelligence, and marshaling of resources by collaborating with FBI.
· Recognized subject matter expert to International Terrorism and Counter Intelligence squads.
Manufacturer’s Representative                                                                                                     May 2005-August 2008

Melville Marketing Group                                                                                                                          Minneapolis, MN

· Account management and business development for six manufacturers covering three state territories, while collaborating with key decision makers and developing successful sales strategies with outstanding revenue results.

· President’s Club Member in 2006 & 2007 for over-achieving quota by 122% & 137% respectively.

· Carried quota of $1.25M; average sale size was $60K.
District Sales Manager                                                                                                  September 2001-November 2002

Harland Financial Solutions                                                                                                                      Minneapolis, MN
· Directed new business development and managed existing relationships selling financial application platforms.  
· Responsible for “greenfield” sales; significant cold calling, developing relationships with key decision makers.
· Excelled at relationship management and negotiation skills.
Sales Executive
                                                                                                                     July 1998-August 2001

SER Solutions
                                                                                                                                             Minneapolis, MN

· Outperformed quota by 33% with sales of $1.33M in 2000; recognized with President’s Club designation.
· Developed new markets while managing existing accounts selling enterprise software in the financial vertical.
Education and Training:  
Bachelor of Business Administration, Airport Administration

University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, ND

 
Sergeants Major Course 

United States Army Sergeants Major Academy, FT Bliss, TX
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Military Experience:
Command Sergeant Major                                                                                                               October 2012-Present

1ST Squadron 94th Regiment                                                                                                                            Duluth, MN

· Executes established policies and enforces standards pertaining to performance, conduct and training of 670 Soldiers. 

· Provides advice and recommendations to the Command and Staff on all enlisted personnel matters and guidance and counsel to all enlisted personnel within the Squadron. 

· Expertly advised new company command teams on strength maintenance; Squadron strength increased from 111% to 124%.
· Mentored 3 newly promoted 1SG’s on personnel management; enabled the Squadron to exceed Commanding General and CUSR readiness goals. 

Operations Sergeant Major                                                                                                         June 2009-October 2012
1/34 ABCT, 34th ID & 2-136 CAB, 1/34 ABCT                                                                                          Kuwait and MN                                                                                                                          

· Coordinated with all staff sections for necessary requirements; supervised and controls all aspects of operations in the command post, advised the S3 on all aspects of gunnery for a heavy BDE and served as the principle NCO in the BDE command post.

· Initiated the Operation New Dawn draw down plan synchronizing the BCT staff resulting in the smooth transition of 4,200 Soldiers redeploying from Afghanistan and Kuwait to Camp Shelby, MS.

· Mentored, coached and developed 13 NCO’s and 22 Soldiers in the S-3 shop in such a manner to be recognized by the Brigade Commander for excellence. 

First Sergeant                                                                                                                                       May 2006-May 2009
C TRP, 1-94 Cavalry, & 851st VEC                                                                                                                  Iraq and MN                                                                                                                          

· Assisted and advised the commander in planning, coordinating, supervising all activities that support the unit mission, on enlisted soldier matters to include duty assignments, promotions and reductions, awards and equal opportunity.    

· Successfully planned, executed, and led over seventy command and control missions for the Company, Battalion, and Brigade leadership throughout Baghdad.
· Exhibited impeccable performance – his Soldiers work was recognized by Multi National Division – Baghdad Commanding General as having done “a better job than anyone before them in the Army.”
Platoon Sergeant                                                                                                                        February 2000-April 2006
D 216, 1/34 BCT                                                                                                                                                Iraq and MN                                                                                                                          

· Assisted the Platoon Leader with training plans, instruction and coordination; maintains combat readiness; responsible for the maintenance and accountability of all weapons, vehicles, and equipment organic to the platoon worth in excess of $3,000,000.

· During OIF II, transitioned a platoon of Air Defense Soldiers into an Infantry Platoon.

Honors and Awards:  
Bronze Star Medal (2nd award), Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal (3rd award), Army Achievement Medal (3rd award), Army Good Conduct Medal (4th award), Army Reserve Components Achievement Medal (2nd award), National Defense Service Medal (2nd award), Iraq Campaign Medal w/3 Campaign Stars, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal, NCO Professional Development Ribbon (4th award), Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Seas Ribbon (4th award), Army Reserve Component Overseas Training Ribbon (3rd award), MN Good Conduct Ribbon (6th award), MN Service Ribbon (6th award), Combat Action Badge, Valorous Unit Award, and Meritorious Unit Commendation
